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We are asked, "Shall I use a commentary in the study of 
the Bible?" By all means. Procure a good critical commen- 
tary on the book which you wish to study and make that the 
basis of your work and investigation. Master what its 
eminent author has said by way of elucidation and criticism 
of the sacred text. Feel free, however, to differ from him. 
Mark the commentary with lines of approval and disapproval. 
Indicate where the author is lacking in comment or clearness 
of statement. Examine carefully his assertions. Seek to 
verify or falsify them as they accord or do not with your pre- 
conceived opinions. Supplement them whenever you think 
necessary in any way. Thus work over and master the con- 
tents of your commentary until in the end you have an 
enlarged and corrected edition of the book. Such study im- 
plies the use of other commentaries as well as the assertion of 
independent judgment and the presentation of the results of 
original investigation. Your own copy of the commentary 
may be badly soiled and considerably marked and annotated 
in this process. It will have little value when placed in the 
hands of the second-hand bookseller, but to you it will be 
worth much. You will love that book. It will represent 
many hours of earnest toil. The results of your labor will be 
preserved upon its margin. You will have been brought into 
close fellowship with its author. 

Be sure, however, that your commentary is a standard one. 
Do not take as your master and guide in the Scriptures one 
whose work is not thoroughly commended by Christian 
scholars at large. Remember also that few men write more 
than one first class commentary. Their best work will be 
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found upon one particular portion of the Holy Writ, through 
whose comment they probably gained their reputation as bib- 
lical exegetes, and upon which their labor was that of love. 



"We are prone to be wearied at times by the present con- 
troversies among believers over the Bible. The questions in 
dispute are often so unimportant, touching only upon the ex- 
ternal character of the Word of God with no bearing whatever 
upon its essence. This is unaffected. ' ' The grass withereth, 
the flower fadeth, but the word of our God shall stand for- 
ever."" This word is above and beyond all Christian criticism. 
It is the word which speaks of ' ' Our Father which art in 
heaven." It is the word which says, "Come unto me all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest." It 
is the word, ' ' Though your sins be as scarlet they shall be 
white as snow ; though they be red like crimson they shall be 
as wool." It is the word, " In my Father's house are many 
■mansions," and "He shall wipe away every tear from their 
eyes." It is the word which tells also of "the wrath of the 
Lamb." This word is the Bible. This has made it the book. 
To bring out this word, to reveal it in all its beauty, and 
also in its terror, to sound its heights and depths, to compass 
its length and breadth, is the ultimate purpose of our biblical 
study. With this object in view we pass the Bible through 
the fires of all criticism, we subject it to every kind of inquiry 
and investigation. We thus urge its constant study, we de- 
sire to make this word more and more manifest that it may 
work with spiritual sanctifying power upon the dispositions 
and lives of men. Without critical study this word becomes 
obscure. It is covered over with the conceits of men. It 
loses its power. Hearts remain pained, lives darkened, and 
souls blackened. A neglect of the Bible, a failure to present 
its words of life in their purity, occasioned those evils which 
gave rise to the Protestant Reformation, and only constant 
study of the Bible can prevent a growth of similar ones 
within the Protestant Church of to-day. A formal Luther- 
anism, a hard repellant Calvinism, a superficial Arminianism 
are threatening dangers, which would be as baneful to human 
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life and conduct as the liierarcliy of Romanism, or the dead 
orthodoxy of the Greek Church. To escape these dangers, 
the Scriptures must ever be examined afresh and anew. The 
present historical method of biblical study is preserving to us 
the Word of God in its purity. Controversy also is the inevi- 
table result of any new light cast upon the Scriptures and we 
ought not by this to be wearied. It is God's way of making 
known the full meaning of his recorded revelation. 



A DISTINGUISHED American College president, recently de- 
ceased, was wont to say, "Young gentlemen, don't get 
possessed by an idea ; a man might as well be possessed by 
a devil." A trifle overstated, perhaps, but a truth neverthe- 
less. It expressed the difference between mastering an idea 
and being mastered by it ; between manly intellectual inde- 
pendence, and an essentially weak subjection to cherished 
forms of thought. The latter is frequently exemplified in the 
case of men who give ample evidence of many-sided intellec- 
tual power, but who become fascinated by some idea to which 
in a little while they surrender themselves body and soul. It 
dominates all their thinking, it renders them inhospitable to 
new truth, and blinds them to the consequences of their own 
positions. They will set themselves to the defence of trans- 
parent absurdities, a thousand times exploded, as seriously 
and solemnly as though they were undisputed and indisputa- 
ble facts. An acute form of this malady is quite prevalent at 
the present time. It consists in being possessed by the idea 
that the higer criticism invariably proceeds from the rankest 
rationalism and ends in the baldest materialism. A rather 
sad commentary this is on the intelligence or candor of the 
many distinguished divines who have felt constrained to 
attack it as an unadulterated work of Satan. With wearisome 
persistency it is affirmed that the underlying purpose in this 
modem critical study of the Bible is an elimination of the 
supernatural, and a reduction of the Book to the level of or- 
dinary uninspired literature. The fact that thousands of its 
most reverent and devout students have been forced by per- 
sonal investigation to modify certain traditional notions, and 
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to adopt explanations that seem more consistent with the 
phenomena ; the fact that no one of these students has sur- 
rendered an iota of his faith in the supernatural, has never 
questioned the possibility or the reality of miracles, and has 
never rejected a line of the Bible as the word of God ; the 
fact that the Bible is to them neither a fetish to be worshipped 
in superstitious ignorance, nor a dry relic of Hebrew litera- 
ture, but the most living and the most marvelous book in the 
world, surcharged with divine thought and activity ; the fact 
that it has become to them a more inspired and inspiring 
book than it ever could be to the old verbal theorists : all 
these facts, and more like them, avail nothing with these critics 
of the higher criticism so long as those arch-infidels, Kuenen 
and Wellhausen, sit at the gate and obstinately refuse to do 
homage to the spiritual power of the book. An idea has 
taken possession of them, it tyrannizes over their thinking, 
and makes them impervious to facts which squarely contradict 
their pet notion. 

Every Christian student of the Book must heartily sympa- 
thize with the aim of these excellent brethren, viz., the 
defence of its integrity against the dangerous assaults of 
supposed foes. Were the higher criticism in its real nature 
inimical to the Bible, not one word would ever have been 
written in this journal in its favor. No one denies that its 
reputation among conservative Christians has been sadly 
shaded by the materialistic tendencies of some of its most 
scholarly representations on the Continent. Nevertheless it 
is not true that its nature and purpose are radically and 
irredeemably bad. In itself it is neutral. It is simply a tool 
that may be used for constructive or destructive work. The 
use made of it and the results attained depend on the spirit- 
ual character and aim of the individual workman. If he is a 
rationalist at the outset, rationalistic results follow as a mat- 
ter of course ; if he is reverent and devout, then follow rev- 
erent and devout results. If anyone feels his soul stirred to 
do battle against this real or imaginary enemy, let him ex- 
pend his valor in a vigorous use of tongue or pen. He would 
do well, however, to- look a little to the nature of his weapons, 
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as well as at the object of his attack. Indiscriminate ridicule 
and villification leave an impression that they are employed 
in behalf of a very poor cause. When preachers, one after 
another, at a great summer assembly, indulge in vulgar sneers 
at a subject foreign to the aim of the meetings, and when they 
stigmatize as "blasphemous," "sacrilegious," and "atheis- 
tic," conclusions which many of the foremost Christian 
scholars of the age have reached after years of laborious and 
devout study, one may be pardoned the suspicion that they 
have been caught by a contagious hue and cry, without 
knowing, any more then did the mob at Ephesus, what they 
are shouting about. Equally unfortunate are the learned 
divines and editors who undertake to demolish what they 
designate as "The Higher Criticism." In almost every in- 
stance it turns out to be a rather tame attack on the theory 
of the post-exilic origin of the Penteteuch! Apparently 
they have not taken the pains to inform themselves of the 
difference between a great scientific instrument of research, 
and a single result alleged to be revealed by it. We do not 
here plead for the acceptance of a single result of criticism. 
These results, if true, have come to stay, however hard it may 
be for some to receive them. If not true, they will speedily 
go the way of previous errors. We plead, however, for a 
little intelligent candor on the part of the brethren who can 
not rid themselves of the impression that the future safety of 
the Bible depends on their appearing for its defence. Let 
them bear in mind that a good cause cannot be helped by 
villifying and misrepresenting its opponent. The supposed 
enemy may turn out to be a valuable friend. 



The change of attitude in regard to the results of recent 
critical study of the Bible that has marked several prominent 
religious journals hitherto outspoken in their rejection of 
everything that savored even remotely of ' ' German rational- 
ism," is very gratifying. When a conservative religious 
journal begins to take preachers to task for such reckless 
declarations as that, if this or that result of the higher criti- 
cism should be established, "we might as well throw all our 
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Bibles into the fire;" or when another ultra-conservative 
paper assures its readers that Christianity would not be over- 
thrown if it should be proved that there were two Isaiahs, 
one begins to see a glimmer of the approaching dawn. A 
great step will be gained when the friends of the Bible begin 
to realize that the stupendous facts of Christ's mission and 
work in the world, and each man's relation to him as a per- 
sonal Saviour from sin, are not dependent for their validity 
and power on the truth of a mediaeval theory of inspiration. 
For any man to stake the value of the Bible, of Christ, and 
of Christianity to the world on a literal acceptance of the 
common notion of Joshua's miracle, as some worthy men do, 
is not merely unwarranted presumption, but downright 
wickedness in dealing with the Word of God. No man has 
a right to hazard these inestimable blessings upon his in- 
dividual theory or interpretation. Intelligent friends of the 
Bible will rejoice in every sign of progress toward a better 
time when men will begin to listen patiently and rever- 
ently to what the Book testifies in regard to its own origin, 
rather than to the assertions of professional theologians who 
know with unerring certainty just how the Almighty must 
have constructed it. 



Words are vehicles of thought. A word is practically 
perfect if it perfectly conveys the idea for which it stands. 
In common parlance no difficulty is experienced with lan- 
guage because each word has its exact equivalent, and every 
one knows what it is. The idea, and the term applied to it, 
are definite and invariable. But in spheres of thought where 
there is growth and development, such accuracy cannot be 
attained. The conceptions are constantly assuming new 
hues because of new light which is thrown upon them by 
added knowledge and the consequent adjustment of ideas. 
This is one of the embarrassments under which discussions 
of theology and Biblical criticism labor. How much needless 
strife is raised over nothing but words. Does " atonement" 
mean the same to any two thinkers? and what varied ideas 
the expression "trinity " conveys. Just so the term "higher 
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criticism" is juggled witli and jangled about. It conveys a 
score of ideas and associated sentiments, according to the 
different persons who use it. We cannot hope to make words 
as precise and fixed a medium of exchange in the realm of 
thought as is our currency in the realm of commerce. But 
every effort shoilld be made, and made with painstaking and 
conscientiousness, to avoid mere controversy over words. It 
is a waste of time and energy. It is a schism-producing 
strife. If "verbal inspiration" means one thing to A and 
another thing to B, then the first thing for A and B to do in 
discussion is to understand each other's terms. Honesty in 
the use of words is as important as honesty in the use of 
coin ; accuracy and knowledge are as important here as in 
the administration of drugs. Much of the acrimony might 
be taken from present controversies, and the discovery of 
truth might be greatly hastened, if men would be conscien- 
tious and wise about the terms they employ to convey their 
ideas, and considerate of the fact that these words may be as. 
variable in the ideas they convey as is the prism in the hues 
it casts. 



The Christ of John is different from the Synoptic Christ. 
There is a certain sublimation of his work and his teaching 
in the Fourth Gospel. He. is made more solemn, more ideal, 
more mysterious, more unearthly. But difference is not 
necessarily contradiction. We view a painting at different 
angles, and the effect is different, but the painting is the 
same. The several evangelists picture Christ from different 
points of view, and . not only are they not contradictory, but 
it is only in this way that we can get a complete conception 
of their hero. Much of the objection to the Johannine 
Christology has arisen from the fact that it sets forth Christ 
as something beyond and other than an ethical teacher. But 
this he was. No adequate historic judgment can limit him 
to so narrow a significance as the merely ethical. Christ 
was himself the redeemer of the human race. As such his 
teaching must of necessity go back to himself at every point. 
He could not present the fundamental Gospel principles 
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•without showing his own vital relation to them, and he must 
assert in the most solemn way his own divinity and author- 
ity, when the Jews refused to receive him. And so the dis- 
courses of the Gospel, in which these elements have found 
especial record, are already approved to us. Christ must 
have been the centre of all the doctrine he presented, and 
the first three Evangelists, equally with John, ascribe to him 
this central position. Think of the Synoptic account of the 
Last Supper, and note Jesus' centrality. There is essential 
unity in all four Gospels respecting the person of Jesus, and 
their conception receives the strongest support from the 
Pauline Christology as seen in the Epistles to the Colossians 
and Ephesians. These represent Christ in a more divine 
and ideal way, even, than does John, for Paul makes but 
slight reference to his humanity. With him it is the exalted 
Christ. This establishes Johannine Christology as essentially 
the received conception and doctrine of the church, and not 
a vision which John had personally conceived and elaborated. 
The Christ of John may vary from the Christ of the Synop- 
tists, but the Christ of John was the Christ of the early 
Christians. 



